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uncle  Silas  was  all  smiles  at  breakfast.    The  weather,  you  kno-;;,  al'.vays 
affects  his  spirits. 

"A  fetr  :.;ore  of  these  warm  days,"  said  he,  "and  all  n;y  posies  in  the  hack 
garden  will  be  in  bloom  at  once." 

Cousin  Susan  sighed  and  looked  fZloomy. 

"You  don't  seem  very  pleased  with  the  weather,  Susan."  remarked  Uncle 
Ebenezer. 

"And  no  -onder.    7am  weather,  you  know,  brings  flies  as  well  as  flowers. 
And  not  a  screen  is  up.    neither  of  the  men  in  this  household  have  thouglit  oi 
putting  up  a  sir.^^le  screen." 

Uncle  Ebenezer  chuckled.    "I  suspected  something  like  that  was  coming," 
said  he.    "I  know  the  signs.    When  Susan  begins  to  fidget  and.  stew,  I  suspect 
there's  a  job  waiting  for  me  somewhere." 

"TTell,"  said  Cousin  Susan,  "^hat  old  maxim  about  a  stitch  in  time  holds 
true  in  screening  the  house  as  well  as  in  other  household  jobs.    I  believe  m 

itting  the  screens  up  before  the  flies  and  other  insects  are  about  to  save 
a  lot  of  annoyance." 


"There's  a  good  deal  in  that."  agreed  Uncle  Ebenezer.  "-.mat  do  you  say, 
las?    Shall  we  look  after  those  screens  this  very  afternoon?" 


m  Sin^e  we're  on  the  subject  of  screens,  anywa^S  I  might  tell  you  that  I 

Bad  a  talk'with  one  of  the  ezcoerts  at  the  B-oreau  of  Agric^J-tural  Engineering 
■ihe  other  da;^'  and  he  had  a  lot  of  good  ideas  about  screening  the  house. 

For  exar.:Dle,  he  said  that  it  paid  to  consider  the  size  of  the  mesh  ;viien 
-ou  selected  yo-ar  screening.    Tlio-^igh  ten  and  twelve-mesh  screening  —  that  is 
^-reen  with  ten  or  twelve  squares  to  the  inch  —  is  most  commonly  used,  a  liner 
screen  is  often  more  useful  because  it  will  keep  out  not  only  flies  but  also 
the  smaller  insects.    Zighteen-mesh  screening,  for  example,  will  Keep  out  ail 
the  annoying  bugs. 
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A  co^io-^  and  easy  wa^,-  to  screen  >;indo\7S  is  to  purcliase  from  the  store, 
the  slidin.-  screens  that  fit  ^ander  the  oottoiTi  sash.    But  these  don't  alvTa^s 
fit  tightly.    4lso  they  only  allow  the  vrindow  to  he  opened  part  way  up.  It 
T)ays  in  comfort  and  convenience  to  have  your  windows  covered  with  full-lexigtn 
screens.    This  lets  you  open  your  wii'.dows  at  top  or  bottoin  or  both  and  get 
much  better  ventilation  than  is  possible  with  half-screened  windows.  Very 
inportant,  you  kno-.-,  in  the  kitchen  and  in  sleeping  roons.    The  whole  window 
can  be  cheaTDly  rnd  thoroiv-^^-ly  screened  by  tacking  the  screening  directly  to 
the  outside"  of  the  window  fratie.    Bi/:  it's  much  more  convenient  to  have  tne 
wire  tacked  on  a  removable  frame  similar  to  that  used  for  storm  windows  —  or, 
even  better,  to  have  the  screen  made  to  order  and  fitted  on  the  mside.  Re 
movable  screens  are  best  because  they  can  be  stored  during  the  winter  and  so 
last  longer, 

How,  there  are  a  few  points  about  the  kind  of  screening  to  bu^^.  JapaJined 
iron  wire  is  t-e  leest  eiroensive  of  the  metal  screenings.     If  you  rub  it  with 
oil  before  you  store  it  in  the  fall,  it  will  give  service  for  several  seasons. 
Galvanized  rnetal,  copr^er  and  bronze  are  also  used  for  screens.     Cop-Der  screen 
ing  is  considered  the"  most  rust-T)roof.    Thou,?h  it's  more  expensive  than  the 
other  screens  in  its  first  cost,  it  may  be  economical  in  the  long  run  because 
it  will  last  longer. 

There  now.  So  much  about  the  screens  themselves.  Here's  a  suggestion 
about  the  screen  door:  A  small  board  nailed  across  the  center  will  help  keep 
the  frame  rigid. 

Did  you  ever  meet  one  of  those  people  who  has  the  habit  of  pushing  open 
the  screen  door  with  the  toe  of  his  shoe?    Tliere  are  lots  of  them  in  this 
world,  I  regret  to  sa^^.     So  it's  a  good  idea  to  T)repare  for  them  —  to  protect 
the  screen  on  the  outside  by  putting  a  heavy  iron  grill  or  galvanized  hardware 
cloth  over  the  lower  part  of  the  door. 

That's  all  about  screens  today.    But  there's  another  spring  subject  that 
it's  high  tir.e  -e  talked  about.    That's  the  lavm.    Yes,  indeed.     It  won't  be 
long  before  Cousin  ^ispxi  will  be  urging  Uncle  Ebenezer  to  get  out  the  lawn 
mower.     Care  of  the  larrn  usually  is  considered  a  man's  job.    But  most  women 
care  just  as  imich  about  the  looks  of  their  hemes  out  ajid  in  as  the  man  of  tne 
house  does.    So  here's  an  item  to  help  you  have  a  handsome  lawn  this  summer: 

Turf  specialists  say  that  a  good  no:/  to  fight  the  weeds  in  the  lawn  is 
to  feed  them.'  Yes,   straaige  as  it  may  seem,  feeding  the  weeds  gets  results. 
You  see,  the  fertilizer  that  feeds  the  weeds  also  feeds  the  grass,  and  stimu- 
lates such  hardy  growth  that  the  grass  will  run  out  the  objectionable  weeds. 
And  fort^mately  the  grass  rather  than  the  weeds  thrives  on  cutting. 

For  lawn  fertilizer,  the  specialists  sav,  it's  hard  to  beat  well-rotted 
manure.    For  the  spring  dressing  it's  a  good  plan  to  compost  manure  with  leaf 
mold  ajid  sod  or  other  vegetable  wastes,  and  then  sift  in  with  a  coarse  screen 
to  remove  Iwros  and  bunches.    A  top  dressing  is  a  scoring  tonic  for  a  la^m.  In 
the  fall  it  isn't  so  necessnjy  to  compost  maniaro  or  to  remove  lumps  and  un- 
decayed  matter. 
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"^he  forrre  nen  advise  an  aiDplication  of  4  or  5  poxmds  o.  eitner  tne 
^iate'or  the'^ul^hate  of  ^.otash"  .nd  10  to  15  po.mds  of  superpnosphate  for 
e^h  i:.000  sav.^.re  feet  of  la;:m.    Ti.is  should  be  repeated  every  tvro  or  three 
years . 

A.  .-ooc'  ritrcgen  fertilizer  for  early  spring  is  composed  of  cottonseed^ 
meal  and  either  nitrate  of  soda  or  sulphate  of  arxionia.    Use  4  or  5  po^ds  oi 
the  meal  to  each  pound  of  the  concentrated  fertilizer,  and  scatter  the  mxxtm-e 
over  the  lavm  at  Ihe  rate  of  about  15  to  20  pomads  to  each  1,000  square  feet. 

■Xonorro'.7  -  let's  see.    Oh,  yes.    Our  subject  is  casserole  or  balcing 
dish  meals. 

Oh    .:r7,     I  alnost  forgot  to  tell  you  that  there's  a  new  bulletin  on 
lavms  reaiy  on  our  shelves  for  you.    Write  for  "Planting  and  Care  o.  La^-'ns, 
Farmers'  Bulletin  I'o,  1167. 
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